DIRA Parks Committee Report April 2023 – Chair Laura Pope

CVRD Parks: Denman has Maple Park, Stanehill Park, Piercy Park, Morning Beach Park and the CIT (linear park, maintained by CVRD and Trails Committee)

Maple Park – located at McFarland and East Rd. It’s in good shape and will be getting a “rustic” bench this spring. This is a lovely little pocket Park on Morrison Marsh and is excellent for bird watching and a nice short walk to access it. 

Stanehill Park – located at Greenhill and Stanehill corners. It has been recently upgraded with some trail work and cleanup. It will be getting a new interactive pamphlet created by Peter Karsten in the near future. This is a lovely little park to take small ones to look at the carvings of birds and animals created by Peter Karsten. CVRD does a regular clearing of trails and a neighborhood work bee supervised by Peter Karsten did an upgrade last spring restoring some trails as well. 

Morning Beach Park – located at the north end of The Point Road. It has stairs to the east side beach, which provides access to Sandy Isles Park, and the local beach. It has new non-slip stair treads provided by the CVRD. The Parks Committee removed the old lathe last year, as it was worn and dangerous. There are picnic tables and a viewing platform at the head of the stairs, providing excellent birding. This is Denman’s only sandy beach and a low tide is a great, safe place to swim. 

Piercy Park – located on the west side of Piercy Road.  Beach access, picnic tables and a fabulous view of the Beauforts.  The access to this park is designed for less abled folks and elders. The beach trail is however quite steep. It was recently brought back to full safe standard after some pretty extensive water damage during the winter.  

Denman Provincial Park – this large park at the north end of the Island is now 10 years old. There is no formal management plan for this park as yet, but is managed by B.C. Parks with a liaison agreement with the DIRA Parks Committee  (and Trails Committees.)
It has numerous trails and access to Chickadee Lake.  It has a few entries on both sides of the islands and signage to indicate boundaries and trail entrances.  The park is divided into several sections that include a Butterfly reserve, Railway Grade Marsh and Protected Area, all part of the Provincial Park. 

Boyle Point Park and its adjacent protected area is part of the DIRA Trails Committees area of oversight. 

Fillongley Provincial Park and Campground – is independently managed by a contractor and overseen and maintained by Provincial Park staff. It has a management plan and a budget to keep it in good shape.  This is the only park on Denman that provides overnight camping. 

The DIRA Parks Committee works in conjunction with both CVRD and the Provincial Parks staff to keep our parks safe, maintained and to a high environmental and recreational standard.  Most of the trails in the northern area of parks are multi use, including the Cross Island Trail. Some areas are not multi use; please observe the signs at park entrances to determine the use of trails in the parks.

Trail maps are available online. Joy Of Walking will be getting an update soon. The Provincial Park has a trail map available online. 




